WARREN, CHARLOTTE
This is an 81-year-old woman who is being recertified on hospice with history of malignant neoplasm of the breast. The patient has had breast cancer in her left breast and has undergone chemo and radiation therapy in the past to no avail.
Most recent evaluation showed the patient to have extensive metastatic disease and subsequently was placed on hospice. Since being on hospice, she has had more pain. She is not eating as much. She is more confused. She is much more fatigued. She feels exhausted. She has shortness of breath. She has now developed pedal edema because of protein-calorie malnutrition. She has very little appetite, she is not eating. The patient has been given diuretics to no avail because, of course, the cause related to lack of protein in her circulation. The patient has a KPS of 40% currently. She has now become incontinent of stool and urine and requires help of the nurse to keep the patient comfortable and free of pain. Given the patient’s primary diagnosis, worsening condition and worsening findings as was delineated above, I suspect the patient has less than six months to live and most likely is hospice appropriate and we will proceed with certification at this time.
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